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SUB J : MEDICAL CARE - VICA ADMIRAL MONETIRO DE BARROS 
REF: A-64 IAN 5, 1972 

1. MINISTER OF MARINE CRESPO HAS REQUESTED THROUGH 
NAVAL ATTACHE, EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN ARRANGING MEDICAL 
TREATMENT AT BETHESDA NAVAL HOSPITAL FOR VADM JAIME DE 
AZEVEDO MONTEIRO DE BARROS, CHIEF OF STAFF TO MINISTER 

OF MARINE. ACCORDING MINISTER, VADM MONTEIRO DE BARROS 
IS SUFFERING FROM A CANCER IN THE CHEST CAVITY CONFIRMED 
BY BIOPSY. THERE IS APPARENTLY DISAGREEMENT ON THE PART OF 
LOCAL MEDICAL AUTHORITIES AS TO THE EXACT LOCATION AND 
TYPE OF CANCER, F, SENT! ALLY WHETHER IT IS A BRONCHIAL GROWTH 
OR IN THE LYMPH SYSTEM BETWEEN THE LUNGS. 

2. VADM MONTEIRO DE BARROS IS AMBULATORY AND WOULD 
HAVE NO PROBLEM MAKING THE FLIGHT AND STAYING IN WASHDC 
FOR WHATEVER TIME IS REQUIRED. THE PROPOSED CARE WOULD 
ENTAIL NO COST TO THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IN AS MUCH AS THE 
ADMIRAL WOULD FLY COMMERCIALLY, AND PAY WHATEVER COSTS 
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MIGHT BE CHARGED BY THE HOSPITAL. 
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3. PORTUGUESE OFFICIALS CONCERNED BELIEVE THAT LOCAL 
MEDICAL EXPERTISE IS NOT COMPARABLE WITH THAT OF U.S. 

DOCTORS IN THIS FIELD. ALSO, WHEN THE NAVAL ATTACHE 

POINTED OUT THAT THERE WERE SEVERAL U.S. HOSPITALS 

WHICH SPECIALIZE IN CANCER TREATMENT AND WHICH MIGHT 

HAVE GREATER EXPERTISE THAN BETHESDA, THE REPLY WAS 

THAT GREAT CONFIDENCE WAS FELT IN THE ABILITY OF THE 

NAVY DOCTORS AT BETHESDA AND THAT A NAVAL ATMOSPHERE 

MIGHT BE PSYCHOLOGICALLY MORE CONDUCIVE TO THE 

ADMIRAL'S WELL-BEING. IT IS TO BE NOTED THAT THE NATIONAL NAVAL 

MEDICAL CENTER AT BETHESDA IS HELD IN GREAT ESTEEM BY THE 

PORTUGUESE NAVY AS A RESULT OF SERVICES PROVIDED OTHER 

PORTUGUESE OFFICERS IN PAST. 

4. IN VIEW OF THIS PERSONAL REQUEST MADE BY MINISTER 
CRESPO, AND CRESPO S IMPORTANCE IN CABINET AND IN 
PORTUGUESE HIERARCHY, WE BELIEVE THAT U.S. ASSISTANCE 
TO VADM DE BARROS WILL CLEARLY BENEFIT U.S. INTERESTS 
IN PORTUGAL. THE AMBASSADOR HAS DETERMINED THAT THIS 
REQUEST IS SUFFICIENTLY IN THE NATIONAL INTEREST TO 
MERIT REFERRAL TO THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

SCOTT 
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